On Community Board 3 Stationary

October 4, 2002

Richard Parsons, CEO

AOL Time Warner

     NYC

Dear Mr. Parsons:

In the spring of 1999, seeking to fulfill its franchise agreement to upgrade the cable system in our community, Time Warner, faced with discordant guidance, installed 27 power boxes on the sidewalks of Jackson Heights. The installation of these boxes was taken as an affront by many of our residents. Particularly troubling was that the overwhelming majority of the boxes were installed in portions of the neighborhood that, after nearly a decade of effort, had only recently been designated as landmark and/or historic areas. 

But by December 1999, after much discussion and deliberation, Time Warner agreed to remove all of the boxes located in the historic areas – 24 of the 27 boxes. This past summer, after an enormous engineering and logistical effort, the last of the agreed upon boxes was removed. 

We'd like to take this opportunity to thank Time Warner for removing the 24 power boxes from the sidewalks of Community District 3. In particular, we draw your attention to the fine work done by two longtime leaders of Time Warner’s efforts in Queens, Barry Rosenblum and Harriet Novette. In the difficult days prior to the December 1999 removal agreement, they participated in numerous meetings with community residents, learning of our concerns and seeking an equitable solution.

Sincerely,

Terry Obradovich, Chair
P.S. Three of the original 27 boxes remain at their original locations and continue to be troublesome to our residents; either for being graffiti and garbage magnets or because of inappropriate land use. Our Board would like to meet and discuss the removal or modification of these few remaining boxes with you.

